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CLOSE OBSERVATION PLATOON COMMEMORATION

In August 2007, Op BANNER ended in Northern Ireland and the last Close Observation Platoon (COP) ceased operating.  Originally established in 1977, they provided static covert observation in support of the police throughout the province.  The COPs were selected from the battalions’ best men and they operated in extreme and dangerous conditions.  Due to the necessary veil of secrecy which shrouded all covert operations, their successes often went unheralded.
To commemorate the end of this successful covert operation, it was decided to commission a painting and the project was driven forward (and financed) by Major Henry Bettinson WG and WO1 Bell SCOTS, the last SO3 COP and COP WO.  The painting has now been completed and hangs within HQ Infantry.  The painting (as seen on the attached flyer) depicts soldiers deployed in a green field site observation post (OP).  This was the ‘gold level’ standard which had to be achieved by all COPs both rural and urban.
Copies of the painting are available to buy and all have been signed by the artist, Chris Palmer.  The cost is £22 which covers the payment of the artist, the cost of the prints and postage and packing.  £1 per print will be donated to Combat Stress; the leading UK charity specialising in the treatment of Veterans suffering psychological trauma.
I would be most grateful if you would advertise this widely particularly to those who have left the Services.  Informal market research has confirmed that there is a great deal of enthusiasm for this project.  Please, also encourage anyone who is passing HQ Infantry to drop in to see the original.
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Attachment:

COP Painting Flyer
